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The light god is angry because he had thus laid hands on an animal sacred to his sister, and thus the stag becomes a cloud crowned with golden tints, and dispersed as the sun pursues it. The story of the Erymanthian boar is in some accounts transferred from Argos to Thessaly or Phrygia, the monster itself, which Herakles chases through deep snow, being closely akin to the Chimaira slain by Belleroph6n. In the myth of the Augeian stables Herakles plays the part of Indra, when he lets loose the waters imprisoned by the Pani.1 In this case the plague of drought is regarded not so much in its effects on the health of man as in its influence on nature generally, in the disorder, decay, unseemliness, and filth which must follow from it. The clouds, here the cattle of Augeias, may move across the sky, but they drop down no water on the earth, and do nothing towards lessening the evil. Of these clouds Augeias promises that Herakles shall become in part the lord, if he can but cleanse their stables. The task is done, but Augeias, like Laomed&n, refuses to abide by his bargain, and even defeats Herakles and his companions in a narrow Eleian gorge. But the victory of Augeias is fatal to himself, and with Kteatos and Eurytos he is slain by Herakles.
The myth of the Cretan bull seems to involve a confusion The Mara-similar to that which has led some to identify the serpent who is regarded as an object of love and affection in the Phallic worship, with the serpent who is always an object of mere aversion and disgust.2 The bull which bears Eur6p6 from the Phoinikian land is obviously the bull Indra, which, like the sun, traverses the heaven, bearing the dawn from the east to the west. But the Cretan bull, like his fellow in. the Gnossian labyrinth, who devours the tribute children from the city of the dawn-goddess, is a dark and malignant monster
1 This exploit, in the Norse story of    Gj-aelic story of the Battle of the Birds,
the Mastermaid, is performed by the    of which Mr. Campbell (Tales of the
prince, who finds that, unless he guides    West HigUands, i. 61) says that * it
the pitchfork aright, ten pitchforks full    might have been taken from classical
of filth come in for every one that he    mythology if it stood alone, but Norwe-
tosses out, an incident which recalls the    gian peasants and West Highlanders
Earth of the heads of the Lernaian.    could not so twist the story of Hercules
Ira.   This myth is repeated in the    into the same shape.'
of the Two Stepsisters, and in the       * See section xii. of this chapter.
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